Name ___________________________________Date ____________
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My Role as Faithful Disciple

The first packet, Know Your Church, finished with an introduction to this packet.  Hopefully you have decided to become a part of the Church.  Therefore, it is important that you understand more clearly the role of each individual member.  We hope that, as a member, you will be intimately involved in the work of the Kingdom of God.
1. Read Deuteronomy 7:9. What does this verse say about God?




2. Read Galatians 5:22-23.  This is essentially a list of the characteristics of God himself.  Therefore, somebody who is filled with the Spirit of God will also produce this fruit.  While somebody who is filled with the Spirit of God should exhibit all of these outgrowths, one of the most overlooked (and perhaps justified as not a problem when it is absent) is faithfulness.  What are some other words for faithfulness?







3. If somebody were to say that you are always joyful and gentle, but you aren’t very dependable, would you be exhibiting the fruit of the Spirit?




4. Refresh your memory by reading Acts 2:42-47.  Devotion to the apostles teaching, to breaking of bread, to prayer, and to fellowship were a part of the life of the early believers.  What might it look like to be faithfully devoted to each of these things in the life of your local church?

5. Read 2 Chronicles 31:12. In what area were the people of God faithful, according to this passage?



6. Should we also be faithful in this area (see Matthew 25:21)?




7. Read 1 Corinthians 4:1-2.  In what area is Paul claiming to have been faithful?



8. Should we also be faithful in this area (See 2 Timothy 2:2)?







9. What are some other areas of church involvement and individual ministry that might exhibit or demand faithfulness?









10. Read Hosea 4:1. What is the charge that God brings against Israel?



11. [image: image2.wmf]Read Hosea 2:1-13.  What illustration does God use in the life of Hosea to show how he feels about the unfaithfulness of His people?




12. Do we realize what we are doing to God when we are unfaithful to Him in our lives and in the ministry of the church?




13. Read Exodus 19:5 and 2 Corinthians 3:13-17.  This is God’s covenant with his people.  A covenant is a two-way agreement.  Both the Old Testament law and the New Testament call to discipleship have been expressed in the form of a covenant.  What is our part in the new covenant, according to the 2 Corinthians text?






14. Read 2 Peter 2:20-22.  What does this say about us if we are unfaithful to the covenant?  
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Name ___________________________________Date ____________
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My Role as a Growing Disciple

Although we celebrate faithfulness amongst God’s people, it is too common for Christians to begin to follow Jesus and then some point continue their new ‘faithful’ practices but stop learning and growing in the image of God.  Unfortunately, the result is that many Christians who should be mature behave more like children or, at least, spiritual infants.  Some may even have fallen away from relationship with Christ altogether, but continue with enough Christian practices that few can tell by looking at their outward appearance, thus they are Christians who have a form of godliness but deny its power.
1. Read Psalm 92:12-14.  What does the writer say about the righteous?

a. They will 


b. They will 


c. They will 

2. If a tree stayed exactly the same for many years, would you say that it was growing, flourishing, and bearing fruit?






3. According to verse 12, can we be considered righteous if we don’t do these things?



4. Read 1 Corinthians 3:1-3 and Hebrews 5:11-14.  For what do Paul and the writer of Hebrews fault these believers?






A mother’s milk is a wonderful thing.  We don’t fault babies for drinking it.  However, we all know that there comes a time when we must be weaned.  We go through a period where somebody feeds us mushy food, then food that requires chewing, and then soon we are expected to feed ourselves.  A child who does not go through these natural processes of maturity is not developing properly.  In the same way, a Christian who does not pass through these natural developmental processes is not developing properly.  Someone who claims to be a full-grown Christian but leaves a church or a Bible study because they “are not being fed” is like an adult trying to find another mother to nurse them because their mom cut them off!  By this time, they should be feeding others!  While the church should have processes to help and every believer should be invested in the discipleship of others, it is not primarily the church’s responsibility make sure you grow.  It is yours!
5. Read 1 Peter 2:1-3.  What does Peter want us to do with the milk that we have been given?





6. Read Hebrews 6:1-3.  What does the writer invite us to do with the elementary teachings?




7. What does the writer give as examples of “elementary teachings?”




8. Read Colossians 1:9-12.  What is Paul’s prayer for the Colossians (and for us)?
a. _________ you with ________________ of his ___________ through all the wisdom and understanding that the _____________ gives…

b. …so that you may __________ a life ____________ of the Lord and _____________ ________ in every way…

c. …_____________ ___________ in every good work…

d. …_____________ in the _____________ of __________...

e. …being _________________ with all ___________ according to his glorious ______________ so that you may have great ___________________ and ______________...
9. [image: image5.wmf]Read 2 Peter 3:17-18.  In verse 17, Peter tells us to be on our guard so that we will not fall.  What, according to verse 18 is the opposite or the antidote for falling?





10. Read Luke 8:14. This is the part of the parable of the sower that describes the seed that does not mature.  What does this verse tell us is the cause of our immaturity?



11. How could the cares of the world cause you to remain immature and never grow to maturity?



12. Read 2 Peter 1:5-11.  What does verse 5 tell us we should make every effort to do?  ________ _______ _________ ________

13. Read Ephesians 4:11-16.  What does verse 13 say is the purpose of the gifts that God has given to believers in the church?



14. What does verse 14 say is a characteristic of those that don’t become mature?




15. Read 1 Timothy 4:15. Use this verse as a ‘charge’ for your growth!
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Name ___________________________________Date ____________
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My Role as Fruitful Disciple
Many of the scriptures in the previous study made connections between growing and bearing fruit.  Reread Psalm 92:12-14 and Colossians 1:9-10.  If we are growing, we should naturally become fruitful.  While many fruit trees do not produce fruit in the first season or two after they are planted, a healthy and growing tree will produce fruit in the subsequent years.  The concept of fruitfulness among God’s people was present in God’s plan from the beginning.  One of the first, but easily forgotten, commands/blessings in the Bible comes in the book of Genesis, chapter 1.  

1. Read Genesis 1:28. What is God’s command?


2. Given the concept that God’s plan has not changed and many of the Old Testament commands and promises are applied in the New Testament to the Church, do you think that God still desires for us to “be fruitful and increase in number?”



3. What might that look like in the context of the church?




4. Let’s go back to the parable of the sower in Luke 8:1-15.    According to verse 8, what was the result of the seed that fell on good soil?



5. The parable describes several negative outcomes and one ultimate desired outcome.  Is that outcome to have a large and healthy plant or is it something else?



6. Read Matthew 3:7-10.  What sort of fruit is John the Baptist talking about in this text?




7. What does he say will happen if the tree does not produce this sort of fruit?



8. If selfishness is part of the fruit of our old way of life, what might fruit in keeping with repentance (fruit of a changed life) look like?




9. How might that apply to our response to the Great Commission?




10.  Read Matthew 7:15-20.  What was the role of a prophet?




11. What might be the fruit of a false prophet in comparison with the fruit of a true prophet?




12. [image: image8.wmf]What does Jesus say about those who do not produce good fruit, according to verse 19?




13. In Acts 2:14-47, we see the preaching and pattern of the early church.  What is the fruit of their words and life that we find in verse 47?




14. Do you think that this is still the fruitfulness that God looks for in our lives?



15. What would people know about your life if they examined your fruit?




Name ___________________________________Date ____________

My Role as Compassionate Disciple
The Church of the Nazarene, from its foundations, has been a denomination that serves others with a heart of compassion.  P.F. Bresee intentionally left his assignment in the Methodist Episcopal Church to pursue the compassionate ministry that God to which he believed God had called him, which became the first Church of the Nazarene.  Bresee was convinced that the best ministry for the urban poor was to create strong churches that ministered to entire families.  He was known to have said that “The evidence of the presence of Jesus in our midst is that we bear the gospel, primarily, to the poor. This must be genuine; it is more than sentiment; it cannot be stimulated nor successfully imitated.”
1. Read Mark 6:34. What does this text say about Jesus?






2. Why, according to this verse, did Jesus have compassion on the crowd?



3. Do we see people this way or do we tend to be more judgmental, instead wondering what they did wrong to get where they were (see John 9:2 for an example)?




4. What did Jesus choose to do in response to this compassion in Mark 6:34?

5. In what way was Jesus’s teaching (or ours today) an act of compassion?




6. What did Jesus do for the blind man in John 9:6-7?



7. What did Jesus say was the purpose of all of this, according to John 9:3?



8. What might be the result of our acts of compassion if we respond as Jesus did?

9. Read Ephesians 4:32. What are we instructed to do in this passage?




10. Read Luke 10:25-37.  What is the question that is asked of Jesus in verse 25?




11. How did Jesus respond in verse 26-27?







12. What question did the expert in the law ask Jesus in verse 29?



13. Who was the one who is identified as the “neighbor” who loved the man in this story, according to verse 37?




14. What did the Samaritan do for the man, according to verses 33-35?

15. What does Jesus say at the end of verse 37?




16. Do you think that he intends for us to have similar compassion?



17. What, according to this passage, would be the result of our lack of compassion (see verse 25 again)?






“Let the Church of the Nazarene be true to its commission; not great and elegant buildings; but to feed the hungry and clothe the naked and wipe away the tears of sorrowing, and gather jewels for His diadem. Our church is a missionary church. It knows no difference between home and foreign fields – in these days all fields are near. We were convinced that houses of worship should be plain and cheap, to save from financial burdens, and that everything should say welcome to the poor.” – P.F. Bresee
18. Based on this quote, do you believe that acts of compassion, both physical and spiritual care for lost souls, is something to which we are called in the Church of the Nazarene?



19. Read Acts 6:1-7.  This is a description of the early foundations of the “organized” church with different roles.  What do you think this says about the role of the church in showing compassion to others?  Is this the responsibility of the “organization” of the church, the “leadership” of the church, or all believers?




20. What is your role?
 




Name ___________________________________Date ____________
My Role as Priest
Many of the above attributes of Christian disciples are summed up in the Protestant concept of the priesthood of all believers.  However, while the Priesthood of all Believers is a foundational Protestant principle, there has become a growing divide in Protestant church culture between the clergy and the laity.  Christians often rely on pastors to bring the Word of God to them, spending little time in study and prepare outside of corporate worship times.  Christians often expect the pastors to care for them and other members of the church, without thought to how they might care for others within the community.  In much the same way as Christians would do better to understand the concept of stewardship than to be taught to give, if Christians understood our universal call to be a kingdom of priests, the call to be faithful, growing, fruitful, and compassionate disciples would be a natural outgrowth of our call.
1. Read 1 Timothy 2:5-7. What does verse 5 tell us about the need for human “priests” as mediators of God’s covenant to us as believers?





2. Christians since the reformation have affirmed this as meaning that we have direct access to God in prayer, through Jesus Christ.  This is the reason that often use the words “in Jesus name” near the end of our prayers.  If we have direct contact with God himself, through Jesus Christ, how might this increase our responsibility?




3. Read Exodus 19:3-6.  What does God call his people in this passage?

4. Read Revelation 5:9-10.  What does this passage say about those who were redeemed by the blood of the lamb?




5. Read Revelation 1:4-6.  What phrase does John use to refer to the believers who have been freed from our sins in this passage?




6. Read 1 Peter 2:4-10.  What does Peter call the church in this passage?

a. (verse 5) 


b. (verse 5)


c. (verse 9) 


d. (verse 9)


e. (verse 9)


f. (verse 9)


g. (verse 10)


7. According to 1 Peter 2:5, what does this priesthood do?





8. What is the difference between a “spiritual sacrifice” and the sacrifices that may have been made in the Old Testament (See also Romans 12:1-2 and compare NIV & NASB versions)?






Numbers 18 describes the Old Testament duties of the priests and Levites.  One of these primary responsibilities, listed in 18:2, was to minister before the tent of the “covenant law.”  Numbers 18:5 says that this responsibility is given “so that wrath will not fall on the Israelites again.”  Covenant is a two-way agreement and the specific covenant that God was calling the Priests and Levites to care for was the one given to Moses in Exodus 19:3-6.  The people were called to “obey [God] fully and keep [His] covenant” and, in return, God promised that they would be His “treasured possession,” a “kingdom of priests and a holy nation.”  The priests were to help God’s people remember the covenant that they were called to keep and the obedience to which they were called.  This brought God’s presence and word to the people.  The priests also were to bring the people close to God by offering sacrifice on their behalf.


9. If we, as the New Testament people of God, are now the priesthood as 1 Peter and Revelation talk about, what might it look like for us to bring God to people?






10. What might it look like for us to bring people close to God?






11. Reread Hebrews 5:11-14.  In the last study, we pointed out that we need to become mature, no longer needing milk but solid food.  What does the writer tell us, in verse 12, these spiritual infants should have become by now?







Name ___________________________________Date____________

 My Role as Influencer

Just as the Pastor is not the only person in the church who is able to pray, hear from God, or connect people with God, the Pastor is also not the only leader in the church.  In fact, pastors are often not the most gifted leaders in the church.  However, many Christians wait for the pastor to provide primary leadership for the church while denying their place as a leader.  John Maxwell’s simple and oft-repeated definition of leadership is “Leadership is influence—nothing more, nothing less.”  Many of us do not consider ourselves to be “church leaders” or “leaders” in any capacity.  However, I would argue that our call to be priests (those who bring God to people and bring people close to God) is a call to leadership.   
1. Read 1 Corinthians 15:33. What is Paul telling us about the impact others can have on us?





2. Do you suppose the same is true of good company?





3. Do you think our behavior has an impact on others, either for the good or bad?





4. Read 1 Corinthians 8:9-13.  What does Paul tell the Corinthians to be careful of in verse 9?






5. How, according to verse 13, is Paul urging the Corinthian believers to make decisions about their actions?






6. How do you make decisions about your actions?






7. Is it possible for you to be intentional about your influence?





8. Read Philippians 4:8-9.  Was Paul intending to influence those to whom he wrote this letter?



9. In what ways was Paul hoping that he had influence on the practice of those to whom he wrote this letter?






10. Read Matthew 5:13-16.  What does Jesus tell his disciples in verse 13 that they should be in relation to the world?



11. What does salt do to a food to which it is added?




12. Why is it useless if it does not do this?




 

13. In what ways are you different from the world around you?





14. In what ways do you change the flavor of the world?






15. What does Jesus call his disciples in verse 14?








16. Why should a town on a hill not be hidden or a lamp be put under a bowl?






17. In verse 16, what does Jesus tell us that it looks like to let your light shine?






18. Describe some situations in which you might let your light shine in your daily life.





Name ___________________________________Date ____________
 My Role as Obedient & Available Disciple
(See a need/Fill a need)

Many Christians struggle for a long time trying to hear more clearly from God about their call to a specific ministry.  Unfortunately, this often results in well-meaning Christians who continue to say “no” or “I’ll pray about it” to requests from pastors and lay leaders that they get involved in a ministry where there is a particular area of need.  Here are some ideas that you might not have thought about, when you received these requests:

· Perhaps God is speaking through these leaders when they make the request.  God speaks in many ways and he often seems silent when he has already given answers that we have yet to listen to.
· Even if this is not our area of gifting or calling, God might speak to us more clearly while we serve.

· Even if this area is not our specific area of calling, God calls us first to obedience and servanthood.  
1. Read Isaiah 6:1-8.  Where was Isaiah when he saw this vision?



2. What was Isaiah doing before he heard his specific call from God?





3. According to verse 5, did Isaiah feel qualified to be in the presence of God, doing anything?




4. What, according to verses 6-7, made Isaiah qualified and what does this represent?




5. When you read verse 8, does it seem like God chose Isaiah specifically for this task because of his particular gifting?





6. Do you suppose there were other people who were in the temple on that day who could have seen the same vision?




7. Why do you suppose they did not?




8. How did Isaiah respond to God’s desire to send someone (perhaps anyone)?






9. Is it possible that God is trying to show you a need in his church?





10. Do you have to be qualified or feel worthy?




11. Does the thing that you agree to do have to be something you are particularly gifted at or feel like God is calling you specifically to do?




12. How will you respond to if God is looking for people to send?





13. Suppose a list of “callings” or “giftings” was given to every church member that included: Preaching, Serving on the Worship team, and taking out the garbage.  What percentage of church members would say they were called or gifted in taking out the garbage?



14. Do you think God still cares that it gets done?




15. Read John 13:1-17.   What did Jesus do in this passage?






16. Do you think that Jesus was a particularly gifted foot-washer?




17. Why, then, did Jesus do it?




18. What does Jesus tell his disciples to do in verses 13-17?






19. Is it possible that your servanthood before you find your true areas of calling and gifting could make you even better at fulfilling your call when you do hear clearly from God?






20. Can you/should you (or anyone) be in church leadership or involved in the public ministries if you are not willing to serve others in ways that are less celebrated?





Name ___________________________________Date ____________

 Specific Giftings and Callings

While God calls us first to servanthood, He has definitely made each of us in a unique way with special gifts that those around us do not have.  While some of us seem to know this immediately, for many it takes time to discern our specific calling.  We can serve as needed until we learn for sure what that gifting might be, but we will eventually find ourselves most fulfilled when we are doing the thing that God uniquely designed us to do.  This is also the place where we will be most effective in the kingdom.  We each have a place in the church and in the world where he can use our specific gifts and calls for His glory.
1. Read Jeremiah 1:4-10.  When did God begin to work on His plan for Jeremiah’s life, according to verse 5?





2. When did God “appoint” him to his role as prophet?






3. Did Jeremiah already feel as if he was capable of using the gifts that God had given them when he designed him, according to verse 6?




4. How did God respond, according to verse 7-8?






5. What did God do next, according to verse 9?






6. What do you think it would look like for God to do that today?






While the Old Testament prophetic callings can be very helpful, sometimes it is easier to study how the New Testament church might have viewed the various callings and applied these concepts within the church.  The writings of Paul are particularly helpful in studying this.

7. Read 1 Corinthians 1:26-2:5. Do you think that Paul was a gifted preacher, apostle, church planter, etc.?




8. Why, then, does he say that he did not come with eloquence or human wisdom?




9. How should we apply this to our own giftings and callings?





10. Read 1 Corinthians 12:4-31.  According to verses 4-6, are we all given the same gifts?


11. According to verse 7, why are the gifts of the Spirit given to each person?


12. According to verses 15-20, why is it important that each person is gifted in different ways?




13. In the church, have you seen the tendency for everyone to desire to have the same gifting or calling?




14. According to verses 21-26, how should this help us understand our need for one another?




15. Read Ephesians 4:11-13.  Who gave each of these callings or giftings?




16. Describe each of the giftings and callings that are listed in verse 11 of this text.

17. What, according to verse 12, is the purpose of these giftings/callings?



18. Do you know how God has uniquely gifted and called you for service in the Body of Christ?


If not, you will have the opportunity to study this more in the next packet.
Memory Verse


His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful slave. You were faithful with a few things, I will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master.’


Matthew 25:21 NASB





Memory Verse


“His master replied, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been faithful with a few things; I will put you in charge of many things. Come and share your master’s happiness!’


Matthew 25:21 NIV





Memory Verse


Therefore, dear friends, since you have been forewarned, be on your guard so that you may not be carried away by the error of the lawless and fall from your secure position. But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To him be glory both now and forever! Amen.


2 Peter 3:17-18 NIV





Memory Verse


You therefore, beloved, knowing this beforehand, be on your guard so that you are not carried away by the error of unprincipled men and fall from your own steadfastness, but grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To Him be the glory, both now and to the day of eternity. Amen.


2 Peter 3:17-18 NASB





Memory Verse


By their fruit you will recognize them. Do people pick grapes from thornbushes, or figs from thistles?  Likewise, every good tree bears good fruit, but a bad tree bears bad fruit.  A good tree cannot bear bad fruit, and a bad tree cannot bear good fruit.  Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.  Thus, by their fruit you will recognize them.  Matthew 7:16-20 NIV





Memory Verse


You will know them by their fruits. Grapes are not gathered from thorn bushes nor figs from thistles, are they?  So every good tree bears good fruit, but the bad tree bears bad fruit.  A good tree cannot produce bad fruit, nor can a bad tree produce good fruit.  Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. So then, you will know them by their fruits. Matthew 7:16-20 NASB





Memory Verse


When John, who was in prison, heard about the deeds of the Messiah, he sent his disciples to ask him, “Are you the one who is to come, or should we expect someone else?”


Jesus replied, “Go back and report to John what you hear and see: The blind receive sight, the lame walk, those who have leprosy are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the good news is proclaimed to the poor. Matthew 11:2-5 NIV





Memory Verse


Now when John, while imprisoned, heard of the works of Christ, he sent word by his disciples and said to Him, “Are You the Expected One, or shall we look for someone else?”  Jesus answered and said to them, “Go and report to John what you hear and see:  the blind receive sight and the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed and the deaf hear, the dead are raised up, and the poor have the Gospel preached to them.  Matthew 11:2-5 NASB





Memory Verse


But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s special possession, that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light. Once you were not a people, but now you are the people of God; once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy.


1 Peter 2:9-10 NIV





Memory Verse


But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for God’s own possession, so that you may proclaim the excellencies of Him who has called you out of darkness into His marvelous light;  for you once were not a people, but now you are the people of God; you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy.


1 Peter 2:9-10 NIV





Memory Verse


In the same way, let your light shine before others, that they may see your good deeds and glorify your Father in heaven.  


Matthew 5:16 NIV





Memory Verse


Let your light shine before men in such a way that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father who is in heaven.   Matthew 5:16 NASB





Memory Verse


Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying,


“Whom shall I send? And who will go for us?”


And I said, “Here am I. Send me!”  Isaiah 6:8 NIV





Memory Verse


Then I heard the voice of the Lord, saying, “Whom shall I send, and who will go for Us?” Then I said, “Here am I. Send me!”


Isaiah 6:8 NASB





Memory Verse


“It was he who gave some to be apostles, some to be prophets, some to be evangelists, and some to be pastors and teachers, to prepare God's people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ.”  Ephesians 4:11-13 NIV





Memory Verse


“And He gave some as apostles, and some as prophets, and some as evangelists, and some as pastors and teachers, for the equipping of the saints for the work of service, to the building up of the body of Christ; until we all attain to the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a mature man, to the measure of the stature which belongs to the fullness of Christ.”


Ephesians 4:11-13 NASB








