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Faithfulness, Maturity, and Calling

The Nazarene Manual, paragraph 500, begins the discussion of our theology of Ministry and Christian Service by stating that “The Church of the Nazarene recognizes all believers are called to minister to all people.  Therefore, any discussion of specific calling must recognize that all Christians have gifts, and all are called.  No ministry placement system should prevent people from ministering in the church and in the world. However, a ministry placement system should help us discern the best place in the church to serve and the readiness of each member of the church for service in these particular areas. At the risk of sounding redundant (we began the last packet with Biblical support for faithfulness), nobody can pursue a specific call for their life until they have understood the significance of faithfulness.

Jesus called His disciples to faithfully walk with Him and learn, before He sent them out to practice what He had taught them. Too often, lay members of the church come to their pastor to report a possible call to pastoral ministry, but they have not yet developed a pattern of consistency and faithfulness in attendance, stewardship, and involvement in mission. Sometimes, the obedient and available servanthood that we talked about in study 7 of the last packet is preparation for following the specific calling that God has for us. When anyone comes to me with a specific call to ministry, whether it be teaching, preaching, evangelism, etc. or starting a ministry that the church does not yet have, I always ask them to first come to a regular weekly leadership Bible Study.  If you cannot attend the same Bible Study faithfully for a matter of months, you are not ready for a position of leadership in the church and any ministry that you try to start will fail!

1. Read 1 Timothy 3. Although this is primarily talking about overseers & deacons, which we will discuss later in this packet, there are some general principles of ministry that we can find in this text. According to verses 4-5, why should a leader in the church be able to manage his or her own family well and in a manner worthy of full respect?




2. Do you think that this would suggest that overseers & deacons are the only ones who need to manage their family well?



3. Does this seem like a “pre-test” for readiness for leadership in the church?


4. Do you think this means that somebody should be held accountable for and prevented from being in ministry due to every bad action by members of our families?




5. What does verse 10 say about the process of becoming a deacon in the church, another position of leadership and influence?



6. Do we like to be “tested” before we are put in positions in the church, in our culture?



7. What do you think it says about us if we are offended by a request to show our faithfulness for a period of time?



“A student asked the president of his school whether he could not take a shorter course than the one prescribed.  ‘Oh yes,’ replied the President, ‘but then it depends on what you want to be.  When God wants to make an oak, He takes a hundred years, but when He wants to make a squash, He takes six months.’”
- From ‘The Complete Green Letters’ by Miles J. Stanford.
8. [image: image2.wmf]What do you think it says about us if we are impatient in the process of getting involved in ministry?


9. Why, according to verse 6, does Paul suggest that a leader in the church should not be a recent convert?



10. Do you think that this is another good reason for a person to take time and demonstrate faithfulness in the roles that they are placed in before pursuing a specific call?



11. Read Matthew 25:23. If we know what ministry God might be calling us to but are struggling with the waiting, what wisdom and instruction might this verse give us?




12. How long have you demonstrated faithfulness in the things that you have been asked to do?



13. What is God accomplishing in you in the mean time?
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 The Gifts of the Spirit

Theologically, in today’s church culture, the gifts of the Spirit can be a dangerous subject to discuss.  However, they are so regularly mentioned in the New Testament, particularly by Paul, that we cannot ignore the subject. In fact, it would seem that Paul saw these gifts as crucial to the structure of the New Testament Church. As we read Paul’s writings, we can surmise a couple of things:

1. Paul found it important to his understanding of how God had constructed His Church.

2. The church was already struggling with its understanding of the gifts given them by God and perhaps misusing them or placing undue emphasis on certain gifts, while overlooking others.
1. Read Romans 12:6-8. List the gifts given by God, according to this passage.

a. (verse 6)


b. (verse 7)


c. (verse 7)


d. (verse 8)


e. (verse 8)


f. (verse 8)


g. (verse 8)


2. Read 1 Corinthians 12:4-11. According to this text, are all believers given the same gifts and ways to serve?


Explain.


3. For whose good, according to verse 7, are these gifts given?



4. What gifts does Paul list in verses 8-11 as being useful in the church?
a. (verse 8)


b. (verse 8)


c. (verse 9)


d. (verse 9)


e. (verse 10)


f. (verse 10)


g. (verse 10)


h. (verse 10)


i. (verse 10)


5. All of these lists of spiritual gifts were written by the same person, inspired by God.  Are these lists the same or different?


6. List some similarities and differences.



7. Why do you suppose that they are different?




In the Old Testament, roles seemed to be primarily determined by family, but the New Testament church seemed to recognize the gifts that God had given each person. Each person had a role to play within the local body of believers, determined more by God’s particular gifting than by their family of origin.

8. Read 1 Corinthians 12:28. What are the gifts or calls listed in this verse?

a. [image: image5.wmf] 


9. Read Ephesians 4:11-13.  List the different positions (the 5-fold ministry) that are presented in this text.
10. How are these two lists different?



11. Are these two texts listing ‘gifts’ or ‘roles’ in the church?



12. What is the difference?


13. Do you think these roles have to coincide with a particular position or title within the church?
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Name ___________________________________Date ____________
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Review Ephesians 4:11-13 again. This list of ministry giftings (apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors, and teachers) has become known as the five-fold ministry. Some churches have even organized their leadership teams and polity structures around these five gifts. Other churches, whether intentionally or not, have unbiblically come to expect their pastor to possess and regularly utilize all five. The Church of the Nazarene has a functional polity that does not explicitly take these ministry gifts into account.  However, a wise pastor and church might take them into account when putting together their staff and/or lay leadership team.

1. What do you think it means to be an apostle?




Although the definition of the Greek word translated apostle is "one who is sent off” (which would tend to suggest something similar to a missionary or traveling evangelist), the term has come to denote more than that. Jesus commissioned the twelve in Mark 6:7, giving them authority.  Even the choosing of the Biblical books (canon) required “apostolic authority.” Therefore, the apostolic office often seems to denote more leadership and theological authority as opposed to simply a physical sending.
2. What do you think it means to be a prophet?




Although people often associate prophecy with future-telling and group it with mystical activities more-often associated with non-Christian concepts like fortune-telling, the prophet was an individual sent by God to correct His people when they had strayed. In fact, while there are notable examples (like Jonah) who prophesied primarily to people who never claimed to be people of God, most prophets brought correction first to the people who should have known better, including the leaders, among the people of God. Most prophets did, however, also give a word to others in the surrounding areas who might have known the Word of God.  Jesus’s declaration in Matthew 15:24 might have reflected a standard prophetic idea.

3. What is an evangelist?




The word evangelist comes from the same Greek word that is often translated Gospel and seems to denote preachers of the Gospel. Acts 21:8 names one early evangelist, Philip, who is one of the seven. Acts 8 further describes some of Philip’s encounters. Philip had neither the authority of an apostle, the gift of prophecy, nor the responsibility of pastoral supervision over a portion of the flock. Ann evangelist’s primary function was to carry the gospel to places where it was previously unknown. The writers of the four Gospels were also known as the Evangelists.

4. What is a pastor?




Pastor is a translation of the word meaning shepherd.  Therefore, while many “pastors” are expected to also be apostles, prophets, and evangelists, it seems that the pastoral gift is actually a call to be a protector and guide for the flock. Certainly, those other gifts could be used to guide and protect the flock, but it is also possible that a pastor could care for the flock by directing them to those with other gifts that could help them grow. 
5. What is a teacher?




Many confuse preaching and teaching. Preaching is often more inspirational and is probably more closely associated with the evangelistic or prophetic gift. The word that is here translated teacher is from the same root used for the Didache, which is believed to be the earliest surviving Christian catechism. Therefore, this is used to denote a teacher of the word and Christian doctrine. While preaching can and should teach proper Christian doctrine, it is often instead used to denote a compelling prophetic or evangelistic message.

6. Who, in your church’s leadership team, would you say has each of these gifts (Try to name at least one for each)?

a. Apostle.


b. Prophet.


c. Evangelist.


d. Pastor.


e. Teacher.


7. Are there people who are not in leadership in the church who have exhibited some of these gifts?




Who and what gifts?






8. [image: image8.wmf]Why do you think they are not using those gifts in ministry/leadership in the church?






9. In what church positions or roles do you think a person might use each gift?

a. Apostle.


b. Prophet.


c. Evangelist.


d. Pastor.


e. Teacher.


10. Do you think that you have any of these gifts?





11. List the gifts that you believe that you have.







Name ___________________________________Date ____________

 The Overseer/Elder

The Nazarene manual, paragraph 500, states “We also affirm Christ calls some men and women to a specific and public ministry even as He chose and ordained His 12 apostles.”
1. Read Mark 3:13-19.  What does this text tell us about the process of Jesus choosing his apostles?


2. Does this suggest that Jesus chose his apostles based on their particular gifts?

3. Based on what we know about the 12, did all of the apostles seem to have the same gifts or personalities?



Further, paragraph 503 states “While affirming the scriptural tenet of the universal priesthood and ministry of all believers, ordination reflects the biblical belief that God calls and gifts certain men and women for ministerial leadership in the church.”
4. Why is it important to affirm the priesthood and ministry of all believers when explaining our understanding of ordained ministry?


Paragraphs 534 describes the role of an elder as such:  “An elder is a minister whose call of God to preach, gifts, and usefulness have been demonstrated and enhanced by proper training and experience, and who has been separated to the service of Christ through His church by the vote of a district assembly and by the solemn act of ordination, and thus has been fully invested to perform all functions of the Christian ministry.”

5. There are a few aspects of ordination as an elder that sets the elder apart from other members of the church.  Describe the significance of these:

a. …call of God to preach, gifts, and usefulness have been demonstrated…



b. …call of God to preach, gifts, and usefulness have been…enhanced by proper training and experience…



c. …who has been separated to the service of Christ through His church…



Paragraph 534.1 says that “The elder is to rule well in the church, to preach the Word, to administer the sacraments of baptism and the Lord’s Supper, and to solemnize matrimony, all in the name of, and in subjection to, Jesus Christ, the great Head of the Church.”  
6. Why is it important to have certain people designated to perform some of these tasks?


Paragraph 534.2 says “The church expects that one called to this official ministry should be a steward of the Word and give full energy through a lifetime to its proclamation.”
7. Why might it be good (and Biblical) to designate certain people for this task?



8. Read 1 Timothy 3:1-7.  What are the qualifications of an elder/overseer?

a. (verse 2)

b. (verse 2)


c. (verse 2)


d. (verse 2)

e. (verse 2)


f. (verse 2)

g. (verse 2)


h. (verse 3)


i. (verse 3)


j. (verse 3)


k. (verse 3)


l. (verses 4-5)


m. (verse 6)


n. (verse 7)


9. Why do you think these qualifications are placed for those who are going to be elders/overseers?



10. In Titus 1:5-9, Paul sends Titus a similar list of qualifications to that which was sent to Timothy. Why, according to Paul in verse 5, had he left Titus in Crete?


11. Do you think that it was important for Paul to have somebody overseeing the work of God in the churches there?



12. Is it still important to have somebody designated to oversee church ministries?




Name ___________________________________Date ____________
 The Deacon

Acts 6:1-8 seems to be the first designation of ministry positions beyond those of the original apostles and the beginning of the development of a structure in the early church.  This seems to be the time when deacons were established in the church.
1. Read Acts 6:1-7. What was the purpose of choosing the ‘deacons’ in this passage, according to verses 2 and 4?





2. Do you think that the church still needs people to fulfill these roles today?




3. Name some roles that might align with the role of the ‘deacons’ in this passage.





4. What qualifications did the early church look for in those whom they chose as deacons?

5. Why do you think that these qualities were needed for people who were distributing food and weren’t even specifically called to preach or teach?






6. Read 1 Timothy 3:8-13.  What are the qualifications of Deacons, suggested by Paul?

a. (verse 8)

b. (verse 8)


c. (verse 8)


d. (verse 9)

7. How are these qualifications different from the ones required of elders in verses 1-7?






8. Why do you think these qualifications are so similar?






While some churches consider deacons a lay ministry position, the Church of the Nazarene considers a Deacon an order of vocational or ordained ministry. A Deacon is an individual called to devote their full or primary time and energy to ministry that is not a preaching ministry. Paragraph 533 says: “A deacon is a minister whose call of God to Christian ministry, gifts, and usefulness have been demonstrated and enhanced by proper training and experience, who has been separated to the service of Christ by a vote of a district assembly and by the solemn act of ordination, and who has been invested to perform certain functions of Christian ministry.”

9. How is this statement different from paragraph 534 about elders, which we discussed in the last study?






10. Do you think the deacon is an important role in the church?




Is this as important as the preaching role of the elder?



How/why?





Paragraph 533.1 says “The deacon does not witness to a specific call to preach. The church recognizes, on the basis of Scripture and experience, that God calls individuals to lifetime ministry who do not witness to such a specific call and believes that individuals so called to such ministries should be recognized and confirmed by the church and should meet requirements, and be granted responsibilities, established by the church. This is a permanent order of ministry.”

11. What do you think the difference is between a deacon and a lay man or woman in the church who does not have a specific call to preach, according to this paragraph?

12. Should everyone who is not a preacher be ordained as a deacon?


Why or why not?







Name ___________________________________Date ____________

 The Lay Minister 

As may be expected in a Protestant church that proclaims belief in the priesthood of all believers, the Church of the Nazarene affirms the importance of lay ministry.
1. Read Mark 1:16-20. Does Jesus call apostles, pastors, or leaders or does He just call disciples?



2. What does He say that He will do with these disciples?






3. Read Mark 3:13-19. What does Jesus do in this passage?








4. Does this designation of people who were appointed specifically to preach change the call of Jesus on all of the disciples whom He called?






While this would suggest that the basic expectation is that every person who proclaims Christianity and membership within a local church body should be expected to be actively engaged in ministry, the Church of the Nazarene recognizes a certification of lay ministers called the Lay Minister Certificate.  The sourcebook for ordination distributed by the USA/Canada Region of the Church of the Nazarene states: “The lay minister feels called to serve in ministry but not to become an ordained minister. Lay ministers are lay members of the church and may serve as full or part-time staff members, paid or volunteer. Certificates of Lay Ministry are issued by a local church and lay ministry is viewed as a separate educational track that does not lead to ordination.”  

5. Why do you think a lay member of the church might pursue a Certificate of Lay Ministry?





6. How might a person who possesses a Certificate of Lay Ministry be different from any other layman in the church who is actively involved in the ministry of the church?






Paragraph 503.1 says that “The church recognizes the following categories of service in which a district assembly may place a layperson: pastor, evangelist, missionary, teacher, administrator, chaplain, and special service. Lay training is normally required, or greatly desired, to fulfill these categories.”  This means that a lay member of the church can be put in many of the same roles of ministry that an ordained member of the clergy can.  

7. List some reasons why a lay member of the church might fulfill one of these roles when they are not called to ordained ministry?






8. If a member of the church was called to fulfill one of these roles in the church, why might they not pursue ordination?







9. If a person can fulfill one of these roles without being ordained and pursuing all of the education and requirements that ordination would require, why would somebody go to the trouble of ordination?








According to paragraph 503.9, the difference between an ordained minister serving in these capacities and a lay minister would be that “A lay minister shall not be eligible to administer the sacraments of baptism and the Lord’s Supper and shall not officiate at marriages.”  Also, the pastor is often seen as the keeper of our theology and doctrine, charged with protecting the church against false teachers.  This makes more theological education advantageous.  Paragraph 503.2 states that such lay ministers “may pursue a validated course of study leading to a certificate of lay ministry.”  However, the educational requirements of clergy are significantly different from someone called to lay ministry.
5.
Read 2 Timothy 2:14-15. What does this admonition given to Timothy by Paul say about our pursuit of one of these courses of study?






6.
Does this only apply to ordained ministry or should all do this to become better at fulfilling their call?







Name ___________________________________Date ____________


 The Progressive Call and Preparation

Although there are certain gifts that God has given us that may not change throughout our life, it is often the case that the way we use those gifts and the particular role we occupy does change. For instance, one pastor knew that he was called to the overseer/elder preaching ministry from an early age. Although he ran from this call for many years, he eventually came back to Christ and the Church and accepted that call.  Almost immediately, he began preparing (taking classes) and also began teaching a Bible Study as a “lay pastor.” As he progressed in his studies, he became a District Licensed minister and officially became the College & Career (or Young Adult) Pastor of the church that he served. Later, the church went through changes and he took on the role of Assistant Pastor or Campus Pastor over one congregation of the newly multi-site ministry.  In that role, he led worship, oversaw the finances of the church, and led various ministries of the church like the small groups and a thrift store.  Later, that pastor became the “lead pastor” of the church. At each stage of his ministry, God prepared him for the next stage. Although the call never changed, the expression of that call changed many times and will likely continue to change in the future. However, this is not the same as career advancement. Every ministry context and story are different. Another pastor was an ordained elder and after years as a staff pastor and lead pastor, took a position as dean of students at a Christian denominational university. Some friends and members of former churches expressed sadness that he had “left the ministry.” However, he understood that he was still pastoring students of the university and was still using his God-given gifts and following God’s call as it progressed over time. Although the church did not consider this a pastoral position, he still pursued God’s call, which had not changed, in that new position.
1. Read Acts 9:1-31. Much is made of Saul (Paul) immediately beginning to preach in verse 20. Who was he preaching to, according to verses 22, 28-29?



2. Was this the central call that Paul had received, according to verse 15?





3. How did this ministry fulfill the calling that Paul had received on the road?






4. Do you suppose God used this to prepare Paul for fulfilling his central call in the future? Explain.






5. Where did Paul go after this, according to verse 30?





6. Read Acts 11:19-30. Where was Paul when Barnabas went to find him in verse 25?







7. What do you suppose Paul was doing during his time in Tarsus?






8. Was he fulfilling God’s call on his life?





9. Was Paul preaching to kings?




10. Did Paul’s ministry in Antioch better fulfill God’s call in his life?  How?






11. Read Acts 12:25-13:3. If Paul was fulfilling God’s call in Antioch, why would this happen?





12. Review the rest of the book of Acts.  Do you think that Paul continued to fulfill the call that God had placed on his life in these texts?





13. Do you suppose that God used Paul’s time in Antioch to prepare him for the ministry he would do for the rest of his life? How?






14. Read Acts 26:12-23. Is Paul fulfilling his call from God now?  Explain.




15. This is Paul’s testimony about his calling as he nears the end of his ministry. Did he see everything he had done in ministry as separate callings or was God using him at every point to fulfill his one calling?





16. How clear are you about God’s call on your life and His ultimate purpose for you in ministry?




How is he using the ministry you are now doing to prepare you for what he has for you to do in the future?




17. Name ___________________________________Date ____________
 Our Response

While the gifts and callings studied in this packet seem to be very diverse and perhaps confusing, there is one consistent response that God requests of us, as we see in Scripture.  If we respond in this way, he will guide us step-by-step.  The scripture tells us that His Word is a lamp unto our feet and a light unto our path.  Sometimes, it is frustrating that we want to see the path and all he is showing us right now is our feet.
1. Read Genesis 12:1-9. This is the call of Abram (Abraham). What did God promise Abram, according to verses 2-3?





2. What did God call Abram to do before promising this blessing, according to verse 1?





3. How, according to verse 5, did Abram respond?





4. Read Matthew 4:18-22. What did Jesus tell the disciples in verse 19?




5. According to verse 20 and verse 22, what did the disciples do in response to the call of Jesus?






6. Read Matthew 8:18-22 and Luke 9:57-62. Did Jesus promise that following Him would be easy?






7. Reread Acts 9:1-31. What did God ask Ananias to do in verse 11?





8. According to verses 15-16, why didn’t Ananias want to do what the Lord asked him to do?





9. What did Ananias do, according to verse 17?






10. In verses 15-16, we find God’s plan for Paul. What is it?





11. Would you follow this kind of call?






12. What did Paul do in verse 20?






13. Was this the fulfillment of the Lord’s call for Saul?






14. Read Acts 11:19-30. Where was Saul, according to verse 25, between chapter 9 and chapter 11?




15. What do you suppose he was doing during that time?






16. How long will you wait for the fulfillment of God’s call in your life?




17. What ministry do you believe God might be calling you to do right now with the gifts that He has given you?






18. Do you think this will be easy?




19. How will you respond?





Memory Verse


His master replied, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been faithful with a few things; I will put you in charge of many things. Come and share your master’s happiness!’


Matthew 25:23 NIV





Memory Verse


His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful slave. You were faithful with a few things, I will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master.’


Matthew 25:23 NASB





Memory Verse


There are different kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit distributes them. There are different kinds of service, but the same Lord. There are different kinds of working, but in all of them and in everyone it is the same God at work.  Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common good.


1 Corinthians 12:4-7 NIV





Memory Verse


Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit. And there are varieties of ministries, and the same Lord. There are varieties of effects, but the same God who works all things in all persons. But to each one is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good.


1 Corinthians 12:4-7 NASB





Memory Verse


So, Christ himself gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the pastors and teachers, to equip his people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ.  Ephesians 4:11-13 NIV





Memory Verse


And He gave some as apostles, and some as prophets, and some as evangelists, and some as pastors and teachers, for the equipping of the saints for the work of service, to the building up of the body of Christ; until we all attain to the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a mature man, to the measure of the stature which belongs to the fullness of Christ.


Ephesians 4:11-13 NASB





Memory Verse


Jesus went up on a mountainside and called to him those he wanted, and they came to him.  He appointed twelve that they might be with him and that he might send them out to preach and to have authority to drive out demons.


Mark 3:13-15 NIV











Memory Verse


And He went up on the mountain and summoned those whom He Himself wanted, and they came to Him. And He appointed twelve, so that they would be with Him and that He could send them out to preach, and to have authority to cast out the demons.  


Mark 3:13-15 NASB











Memory Verse


Brothers and sisters choose seven men from among you who are known to be full of the Spirit and wisdom. We will turn this responsibility over to them and will give our attention to prayer and the ministry of the word.” Acts 6:3-4 NIV





Memory Verse


Therefore, brethren, select from among you seven men of good reputation, full of the Spirit and of wisdom, whom we may put in charge of this task. But we will devote ourselves to prayer and to the ministry of the word.” Acts 6:3-4 NASB





Memory Verse


Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one another—and all the more as you see the Day approaching.  Hebrews 10:25 NIV





Memory Verse


not forsaking our own assembling together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another; and all the more as you see the day drawing near.   Hebrews 10:25 NASB





Memory Verse


But the Lord said to Ananias, “Go! This man is my chosen instrument to proclaim my name to the Gentiles and their kings and to the people of Israel. I will show him how much he must suffer for my name.”


Acts 9:15-16 NIV





Memory Verse


But the Lord said to him, “Go, for he is a chosen instrument of Mine, to bear My name before the Gentiles and kings and the sons of Israel; for I will show him how much he must suffer for My name’s sake.”  


Acts 9:15-16 NASB








Memory Verse


The Lord had said to Abram, “Go from your country, your people and your father’s household to the land I will show you.


Genesis 12:1 NIV





Memory Verse


Now the Lord said to Abram,


“Go forth from your country, and from your relatives�And from your father’s house, To the land which I will show you;


Genesis 12:1 NASB








