A.L.I.V.E. Bible Study

Date: April 8, 2020

Jeremiah 30-31
1. What does God tell Jeremiah in 30:1-3?

2. What is the primary message of this text, according to 30-31 (and in line with what we have been studying throughout the book of Jeremiah)?

a. Well, I think that verses 2-3 were a summary of what God was saying to Israel and Judah through Jeremiah in the book that he was to write (notice how verse 5 starts with a different format and phrasing).

b. Well, it seems like things are about to get really bad.  Punishment cannot be completely avoided (30:5-7, 12-15 and 31:15)

c. However, God will save them and give mercy (30:8-11, 16-17 and 31:27-28).

d. Israel and Judah will eventually be completely restored.  God calls Israel and Judah his son and wants to restore his relationship with them (30:18-22 and 31:2-14, 16-17, 38-40).
e. God will punish those who have acted against His people, even though he initially used their acts to correct Israel and Judah (30:23-24).

f. God loves his people.  He did not punish them because he doesn’t love them, but because he DOES love them.  The purpose of God’s judgment and punishment on Earth is restoration and Israel (Ephraim) seems to understand that (31:18-22)
3. What does this suggest about how a Biblical, responsible, compassionate ministry might look today?

a. Remove hardship from the lives of people.

b. The focus must be to connect people to God so that he can meet their needs.

c. We can’t take away the consequences of their sin and keep them from returning to God.

4. What does God mean by talking about the proverb in 31:29-30?

a. The proverb was intended to point out the affect that our sins have on our children.

b. The proverb had likely been taken out of context and used to suggest that God is unjust and that people will not always be punished for their own sin and that perhaps even others will bear the punishment of our sin and we might bear punishment that we don’t deserve.  This sort of thinking still exists today.

c. Well, Ezekiel 18 corrects this improper (or improperly interpreted) proverb by telling us that each person will be held accountable for our own actions before God.
d. Jeremiah 31:30 agrees with Ezekiel’s prophesy that would have been given at about the same time, although among the exiles instead of in Jerusalem.
5. What does this mean for us?


6. What is God talking about in 31:31-34?
a. God is talking about a new covenant.

b. God is talking about THE new covenant that we now have in Christ Jesus.

c. God tells his people that He “…will put [His] law in [our] minds and write it on [our] hearts.”  This suggests that the new covenant is not a rule or restriction placed on us from the outside, but a change of heart that leads us to willingly do the will of God.

d. God tells us that He “…will be [our] God, and [we] will be [His] people.”  This is a renewal of the promise He gave to Israel in Exodus when he led them out of Egypt.

e. God tells us that we will no longer teach each other and tell each other to know the Lord.  Rather, each will know him and long to know more of Him without that constant prodding.
7. Does this mean that we should not have a teacher for this Bible Study?  Yes_____ No_____ What does this mean for us?


